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Wichita Audubon Society
Annual Report 2018 – 2019

This is the 43rd annual report of the Wichita Audubon Society and Chaplin Nature Center. This report highlights the 
activities for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2019. Chaplin Nature Center is owned and operated by the Wichita 
Audubon Society, with operations directed by the CNC committee of the board of directors.

July
The annual butterfly count at Chaplin Nature Center found 42 species in the Ark City area.

Our annual potluck dinner featured a program about our recent field trip to the Texas Hill County

The second Saturday bird walks in Chisholm Creek Park continued this year, with a good 
group every time.

August
Chaplin Nature Center held its first 2 mile full moon run/walk. More than 50 attended. 
They followed the path around the edge of the tall grass prairie, stopping at stations to 
test their moon knowledge and winning glow sticks as rewards.

September
The September program was presented by our naturalist and Chaplin Nature Center 
manager, Shawn Silliman. He updated us on the projects and events occurring at CNC.

A weekend field trip to Morton County turned up many migrating warblers, several species of hawks, Black-throated 
and Rufous-crowned sparrows.

More than 80 people came out for Fall Nature Day at CNC. They tagged 49 monarch butterflies.

October
After the 2nd Saturday bird walk we held cleanup in Chisholm Creek Park. A whole bunch of people turned out, 
organized by Brian and Nohora Talarico.

Chaplin Nature Center held a family hike and campfire. Despite the mud left by recent flooding, 23 hiked to the 
sandbar and enjoyed marshmallows and stories around the campfire, with a nice serenade by Barred Owls on  
the way back.
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The El Dorado field trip, led by Bill Langley, found a lot of newly arrived winter sparrows, along with other new 
arrivals like kinglets and Brown Creepers on a beautiful fall day.

Dexter Mardis presented our October program about the history and ecology of WSU’s Biological Field Station.

November
Not many people turned out for the 2nd Saturday bird walk 
because it was only 16 degrees! But we saw some good birds like a 
Sharp-shinned Hawk and Cedar Waxwings.

It was warmer by the time we went to Quivira to see Sandhill 
Cranes. There were thousands of cranes and geese with a 
backdrop of a spectacular sunset.

The owl prowl had 25 people learning about owls and hiking the 
dark trails at ChaplinNature Center.

The November program was a report on the status of the project 
to return the black-footed ferret to Kansas, given by Dr. Sandy 
Wilson, Director of Animal Health at the Sedgwick County Zoo.

December 
December is the month WAS members 
organize and participate in numerous 
Christmas Bird Counts across the states. The 
Wichita count had perfect weather for finding 
93 species. Best bird of the day was a late 
lingering Blue-headed Vireo in Oak Park.

The Winfield count found 98 species, but low numbers of 
individuals. The highlights of the El Dorado count were a late 
Turkey Vulture and seven Black Scoters. The Red Hills CBC had 
more species than usual thanks to recent rains that meant lots of 

water, and temperatures that kept the water open. Marion had 
average numbers on a cold day, including 4 Prairie Falcons and 2 Greater Prairie Chickens. Other counts in our 
area included Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, Newton, Slate Creek, Sedan and Arkansas City.

January
For our January program, Dennice Craig gave a great presentation about growing native plants to provide food 
and create habitat for beneficial insects.

14 birders made the trip to the Red Hills west of Medicine Lodge in search of Mountain Bluebirds. We 
encountered a couple of flocks of about 80 birds on the Scenic Drive. At the bridge over Turkey Creek a Barred 
Owl was roosting in the open, providing a crowd-pleasing photo op.

February
The Bald Eagle hike at Chaplin Nature Center found seven eagles along the Arkansas river. 

The February meeting had to be cancelled due to snow.

At the Great Plains Nature Center, WAS sponsored a display of award winning photographs from the National 
Audubon Society’s annual photography contest.
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March
Chaplin Nature Center held a viewing of a Bald Eagle nest at Veteran’s Lake in 
Arkansas City. Spotting scopes were set up so the public could watch the eagles 
feed their chicks. Dad brought a rabbit!

Bob Gress was our speaker for the March program. “Birding Southern U.S. 
Hotspots” showed us beautiful scenery and Bob’s stunning bird photos.

Bill Langley led a field trip to Pawnee Prairie Park. Rain was an issue, but we 
saw some early spring migrants.

Thanks to a grant from the Lattner Family Foundation we got a new metal roof 
on the visitor’s center at CNC.

April
Ten birders went on a ramble through Chautauqua County in search of early 

spring warblers. At Hart's Mill along the Caney River we saw a Black Vulture. 
We continued toward Elgin, where we finally spotted our primary target; Yellow-throated Warbler.

The 2nd Saturday bird walk had a turnout of 21. The Cooper’s Hawk was building a nest. Tree Swallows, Yellow-
rumped Warblers and an Orange-crowned Warbler put in appearances.

Following the bird walk we had a trash pickup in Chisholm Creek Park. Organizers Brian and Nohora treated us to 
donuts, coffee, and a cute bird house door prize.

We had a lively program about birdsong presented by Rachel Roth, our own secretary and GPNC naturalist.

May 
Though most of April, all of May and into June the lower portions of CNC were underwater due to heavy rains and 
the resulting flooding. 

The Quivira and Cheyenne Bottoms field trip had six participants. Highlights included a Red-necked Phalarope on 
the little salt marsh and a Burrowing Owl southwest of Ellinwood.

The May program featured member photographs. Fourteen made contributions featuring Kansas to Alaska to 
Thailand to New Zealand to Florida and many places in between. We also had an exhibition of Dan Kilby’s artwork. 
Dan died in November at the age of 91. He was one of our longest and most loyal members, and an amazing artist.

The month ended with our extended field trip to Roaring River State Park in Missouri. Nine of us went after the 
goal of finding all of the breeding warbler species. We ended with 14, along with many other colorful songbirds and 
great wildflowers and butterflies. 

Three Birdathon teams once again found many birds and raised over  
$6,600 to support CNC.

June
A field trip to the Derby canoe launch found a cooperative singing 
Painted Bunting and had a good show from several Pileated 
Woodpeckers.
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During the 2018 fiscal year more than 3,900 
people visited Chaplin Nature Center from all 
over Kansas and the United States. Shawn 
Silliman, our naturalist, presented 74 
programs that reached 1,981 
people. Volunteers 
donated 616 
hours doing 
projects that 
ranged from trail 
clearing to staffing 
the visitor’s center 
to serving food to 
rebuilding the bluff 
staircase. Seven 
groups totaling 206 
people used the nature center for business 
meetings, weddings and reunions.  

Listed below are the schools and community groups who 
visited CNC and benefitted from its programs: 

Arkansas City Recreation Center 
Cowley County Community College 
USD 470 Arkansas City Schools 
Wichita Home School 
Winfield Boy Scouts 
Arkansas City Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
Wellington Schools  
Arkansas City Christian Academy 
Arkansas City Library 
Conway Springs High School 
Oxford Schools
KAW Nation Child Care
Wichita Home School
South Haven High School
Central Burden School
Udall School
Trinity Lutheran School 
Visit Arkansas City
Derby Home School
Kansas Waterfowl Committee  

Chaplin Nature Center  
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Thanks to our donors!
Eagles ($500 and up)

Aveda Salons

Michael Bayouth Charitable Fund, Wichita, KS

Doris Burnett, Manhattan, KS

Carol & Hal Cumberland, Wichita, KS

Maxine Delong, Wichita, KS

Dillon's Community Rewards

Stephen English, Wichita, KS

Tom Ewert, Wichita, KS

Margaret Gray, Salem, UT

Allan Helsel, South Haven, KS

Daniel & Martha Housholder, Wichita, KS

Daniel & Olivia Kilby, Wichita, KS

Mosby Lincoln Foundation, Ed Lincoln, Wichita, KS

Lattner Family Foundation, Delray Beach, FL

Jim & Patty Marlett, Wichita, KS

Phillips 66 Gift Match

Dale Roark, Augusta, KS

Sandra Tholen, Wichita, KS

Louise Wherry, Wichita, KS

Hummingbirds ($300-$499)
Pat Butin, Wichita, KS

Steve & Barbara Dietz, Merriam, KS

Eric & Pam Diss, Bedford, TX

Bob Gress, Wichita, KS

Charles & Terri Miller, Winfield, KS

Cardinals ($100 - $299)
Arkansas City Lioness Club, Arkansas 

City, KS
Renee Baade, Newtown, CT
Janet Baird, Wichita, KS
Donna Bender, Halstead, KS
Boeing Gift Match
Eleanor Bolain, Derby, KS
Kyle & Judy Buck , Wichita, KS
Ed Carlson, Olathe, KS
Ron Chamberlain, Wichita, KS
Stephen L Clark Family Partnership, 

Wichita, KS

Barbara Coats, Wichita, KS
Case & Jan De Groot, Wichita, KS
Rogers Family Dentistry, Arkansas City, 

KS
John & Sharon Dilks, Wichita, KS 
Bill and Judy Docking, Arkansas City, KS
Bill & Kathy Ethridge, Wichita, KS
Evans Building Co., Inc, Wichita, KS
Marlene Ewert, North Newton, KS
Ken & Laura Ferguson, Wichita, KS
Nathan French, Galaxie Business 

Equipment, Winfield, KS
Cherie Gilbaugh, Wichita, KS

Melissa Gregory, Wichita, KS
Karl & Mary Herold, Wichita, KS
Barbara & Jim Hoppins, Wichita, KS
Michael & Janel Hutchinson,  

Ponca City, OK
Jon Jantz, North Newton, KS
Pete & Deb Janzen, Wichita, KS
 Jefferson School PTO, Arkansas City, KS
Mary Engleman & Andy Kemmer, 

Wichita, KS
Koch Siedhoff Hand & Dunn, LLP, 

Wichita, KS
Vern Kysar, Wichita, KS
Bill & Lisa Langley, Wichita, KS
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Meadowlark ($25 - $99)
           

Duane & Betty Anderson, Winfield, KS
Rick Angelica, Wichita, KS
Ed & Marilyn Armstrong, Mulvane, KS
Allen & Jan Asmussen, Hutchinson, KS
Roger & Carolyn Benefiel, Wichita, KS
Neda Jo Bills, Arkansas City, KS
Jeremy  Birket, Wichita, KS
Lucinda & Michael Blackburn,  

Wichita, KS
James & Sara Blackmon, Wichita, KS
Nell Bly, Littleton, CO
Patrick Boyarski, Wichita, KS
Ross & Anne Burgess,  
Carol Burket, Kingman, KS
J.K. Campbell, Winfield, KS
C.R. & Marsha Carrell, Wellington, KS
George Charlsen, Wichita, KS
Tom & Margaret Church, Wichita, KS
Nancy Clarkson, Arkansas City, KS
Kandy Claybaugh & Harry Keefe, 

Colorado Springs, CO
Terry & Linda Coats, Wichita, KS
Margery Cully, Arkansas City, KS
Jillian Cumberland, Pflugerville, TX
Joyce DuDeck, Wichita, KS
Bev DuGay, Wichita, KS
Catherine & Doug Everingham,  

Park City, KS
Paul Feleciano, Wichita, KS
Lisa Flores, Hutchinson, KS
Raymond Franz, Hesston, KS

     

Curt & Cindy Freeland,  
Arkansas City, KS

Sam & Barbara Frey, Wichita, KS
Gregg & Joanna Friesen, Wichita, KS
Jodi & Slim Gieser, Wichita, KS
Ann J Graf, Grand Rapids, MN
Delores Granger, Wichita, KS
Bill Gress, Wichita, KS
Paul Griffin, Wichita, KS
Joanne Hackerott, Wichita, KS
Dave & Sharon Hewitt, Goddard, KS
Harvey & Alison Hiebert,  

North Newton, KS
IMA Wealth, Inc. Wichita, KS
Margaret James, Wichita, KS
Leon & Joni Johnson, Arkansas City, KS
Gloria King, Hutchinson, KS
Douglas King, Wichita, KS
Doris Kriks, Wichita, KS
Bill & Lisa Langley, Wichita, KS
Harry Ledeker, Arkansas City, Ks
Greg & Linda Leighton, Wichita, KS
Joy & Steve Lenz, Winfield, KS
Jo Kay Lysaught, Wichita, KS
Sam & Terry Mannell, Topeka, KS
Katherine & Rainer Massey, Derby, KS
Bill McCabe, Derby, KS
Dee & Vernon Miller, Wichita, KS
Ernest Misek, Wichita, KS
Llynn Moller, Wichita, KS
Shirley & Randolph Moon, Rockwall, TX
Nancy Moore, Wichita, KS

Wes Nelson, Wichita, KS
Jim Nickel, Peabody, KS
Cy & Gayle Nobles, Wichita, KS
Barbara Gobbert & Herb Parsons, 

Wichita, KS
Deloris G Peter, Wichita, KS
Dwight Platt, Newton, KS
Gloria & Gary Rediger, Newton, KS
Richard Rempel, North Newton, KS
Cynthia Rhodes, Whitewater, KS
Penny Rosendale, Wichita, KS
Carolyn Rundle, Wichita, KS
Mary Schmidt, Wichita, KS
Philip St Romain, Wichita, KS
Roma & Vada Stafford, Wichita, KS
Treva Stamps, Wichita, KS
Kim Stephen, Arkansas City, KS
Jeanette Stucky, Wichita, KS
Charles & Sara Swartz, Stillwater, OK
Betty Thompson, Wichita, KS
Timothy & Betty Thompson,  

Loudon, TN
Sean Tomlinson, Newton, KS
Eddie & Mary Turner, Arkansas City, KS
Charles Tweedy, Arkansas City, KS
Curt & Dee VanBoeing, Wichita, KS
Allan & Glynda Volkmann, Wichita, KS
John & Jacqueline Wachtel, Wichita, KS
Kenneth Waegener, Wichita, KS
Bill & Judith Ann Wynne, Wichita, KS
John & Linda Zempel, Topeka, KS
Bob Zook, Wichita, KS

Cardinals, continued
Keith & Barbara Martin, Newton, KS
James McGuire, Hutchinson, KS
Carol Milbourn, Springfield, Mo
Charlotte Milne, Halstead, KS
Robert Moore, Wichita, KS
Network for Good, Washington, DC
Jay Newton, Wichita, KS
Sue Ann Nicely, Oklahoma City, OK
Atcha Nolan, El Dorado, KS
Carol Owens, Wichita, KS

Steve Pankey, Wichita, KS
Suzie Peak, Wichita, KS
Norma Couchman Peak
Diane Pedicord, Oklahoma City, OK
Innes Phillips, Wichita, KS
Dana & Gustavo Prato, Katy, TX
Bob & Sharol Rasberry, Wichita, KS
Tom & Phoebe Richardson, Wichita, KS
Ed & Charleen Salguero, Wichita, KS
Carey Schreiber
Carolyn Schwab, Newton, KS
James Searle, Overland Park, KS

Jeff & Vonda Silliman, Wichita, KS
Bill & Gayla Sutton, Topeka, KS 
Brian & Nohora Talarico, Wichita, KS
Fred Taylor, President Taylor Drug, Inc. 

Arkansas City KS
Starlyn Venus, Arkansas City, KS
Bob Waltner, Mulvane, KS
Margaret & Richard Wieland, 

Eastborough, KS
Lowell & Marcia Wilder, Wichita, KS
William & Anne Woods, Wichita, KS
Douglas Woolley, Wichita, KS
Karen Zeller, Arkansas City, KS



In Memory of Stedman & Hazel Chaplin 
Carol Milbourn, Mesa, AZ

In Memory of Charles & Alice Marie Couchman 
Norma Couchman Peak
Suzie Peak

In Memory of Larry Gray 
Margaret Gray, Salem, UT

In Memory of E. Kathryn Helsel 
Allan Helsel, South Haven, KS

In Memory of Max Milne 
Charlotte Milne, Halstead, KS

In Memory of Peggy Moore 
Lucinda & Michael Blackburn, Wichita, KS
Doris Kriks, Wichita, KS
Robert Moore, Wichita, KS
John & Jacqueline Wachtel, Wichita, KS

In Memory of Elmer Morris 
Nell Bly, Littleton, CO
Ross & Anne Burgess  
Margery Cully, Arkansas City, KS
Leon & Joni Johnson, Arkansas City, KS
Kandy Claybaugh & Harry Keefe, Colorado Springs, CO
Gloria King, Hutchinson, KS
Jorita Krout, Arkansas City, KS
Kim Stephen, Arkansas City, KS
Eddie & Mary Turner, Arkansas City, KS
Charles Tweedy, Arkansas City, KS
Starlyn Venus, Arkansas City, KS

In Memory of Carole Nelson 
Wes Nelson, Wichita, KS

In Memory of Dwayne Reusser 
Anonymous

In Memory of Barbara Silliman 
Mary Engleman & Andy Kemmer, Wichita, KS

In Memory of Dan Kilby 
Kyle & Judy Buck, Wichita, KS 
Ed Carlson, Olathe KS
Stephen L Clark Family Partnership, Wichita, KS
Terry & Linda Coats, Wichita, KS
Eric and Pam Diss, Bedford, TX
Annette & Jonathan Duncan, Wichita, KS
Evans Building Co., Inc, Wichita, KS
Tom Ewert, Wichita, KS
Sam & Barbara Frey, Wichita, KS
Cherie Gilbaugh, Wichita, KS
Ann J Graf, Grand Rapids, MN
IMA Wealth, Inc., Wichita, KS
Daniel & Olivia Kilby, Wichita, KS
Koch, Siedhoff, Hand & Dunn, LLP, Wichita, KS  
Bill Langley, Wichita, KS
Jo Kay Lysaught, Wichita, KS
Jim & Patty Marlett, Wichita, KS
Metal Pros, LLC, Wichita, KS
Dee & Vernon Miller, Wichita, KS
Shirley & Randolph Moon, Rockwall, TX
Cy & Gayle Nobles, Wichita, KS
Atcha Nolan, El Dorado, KS
Steve Pankey, Wichita, KS
Deloris G Peter, Wichita, KS
Bob & Sharol Rasberry, Wichita, KS
James Searle, Overland Park, KS
Roma & Vada Stafford, Wichita, KS
Sandra Tholen, Wichita, KS
Ann Winders, Garden City, KS

In Memory of Ruth Steinke 
Sandra Tholen, Wichita, KS

In Memory of John Wherry 
Louise Wherry

In Honor of Louise Wherry 
Mary Engleman & Andy Kemmer, Wichita, KS

Gifts in Kind 
Pete Janzen, Wichita, KS
Daniel & Olivia Kilby
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Officers:
President:  Tom Ewert
Vice-President:  Jim Marlett
Secretary:  Rachel Roth
Treasurer:  Kevin Groeneweg
Directors: 
Jeremy Birket Atcha Nolan
Karl Herold Bill Langley
Daniel Housholder Travis Ross

Committee Chairs: 
Bird Seed Sales:   Carol Cumberland
CNC:  Travis Ross
Field Trips:   Cheryl Miller  
Hospitality:   Sarah Blackmon
Membership:   Carol Cumberland
Newsletter/Web:   Patty Marlett
Programs:   Jim Marlett
Naturalist:   Shawn Silliman

CNC Committee:

Travis Ross, Chair, Patty Marlett, 
Steve Johnson, Shawn Silliman.

Profit & Loss Statement 

Ordinary Income 
Membership Dues 3,823
Contributions 23,921
Sales/Rental/Misc 2,384
Birdathon 6,657
Grants 33,370
Fund Raisers 2567
Gross Income $72,723

Expense 
Fund raising/Program/Misc 864
Office Supplies/Postage 1707
Printing/Copying 4416
Accounting 1359
Subtotal $8,347

CNC Expense 
CNC Programs 1,586
CNC Insurance 4,954
Office Expense 1,121
Telephone 234
Utilities 4,658
Employee Compensation 44,484
Medical Reimbursement Acct 2,650
Repairs & Maintenance 19,947
Depreciation 13,485
Subtotal $93,020
Total Expense $101,366

Other Income/Expense 
Interest & Dividends 10,765
Capital Gain (realized) 22,649
Capital Gain  10,228
Fees -1,622
Net Other Income $42,020

Net Income $13,377 

Balance Sheet 
Assets 

Current Assets
Checking 28,256
Petty Cash - CNC 100

Total Checking/Savings $28,356

Other Current Assets
Inventory 70
Prepaid Insurance 2,934

Total Other Assets 3,004

Total Current Assets $31,360

Fixed Assets
CNC Land 75,231
CNC Buildings 73,042
CNC Furniture/Equipment 21,189

Total Fixed Assets $170,462

Endowment Funds 
Endowment Funds Raymond James 648,388
Total Endowment funds $648,388

Total Assets $850,209 

Liabilities & Equity 
Total Current Liabilities 1,511
Equity
Perm. Restricted Net Assets 488,662
Temp. Restricted Net Assets 159,726
Unrestricted Net Assets 186,933
Net Income 13,377
Total Equity 848,698

   
Total Liabilities & Equity $850,209 

Financial Statements for the year ending June 30, 2019
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